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SUBJ: UNHCR REP. PRAISES GOC COOPERATION ON REFUGEES 

1. DEPARTING UNHCR REP. DANIEL BLANCHARD (U.S. CITIZEN) PAID 
COURTESY CALL ON CHIEF OF STATE PINOCHET OCT9, AFTER WHICH HE TOLD 
REPORTERS HE WISHED TO TAKE PUBLIC NOTE OF GOC COOPERATION ON 
REFUGEE PROBLEMS. " DURING THE PERIOD I HAVE BEEN IN CHILE 

(SINCE OCTOBER 1973), GOC HAS FULLY HONORED ITS COMMITMENTS UNDER 
THE 1951 CONVENTION ON REFUGEES." 

2. BLANCHARD STATED THAT SINCE SEPT 1973 COUP UNHCR HAD 
RESETTLED MORE THAN 4,000 THIRD-COUNTRY NATIONALS WHO WERE IN AN 
"IRREGULAR STATUS" IN CHILE OR OTHERWISE WISHED TO LEAVE. UNHCR. 

IN COOPERATION WITH CHILEAN REFUGEE COMMITTEE, IS NOW WORKING 
ON "SECOND STEP," HE SAID, WHICH IS REUNIFICATION OF FAMILIES. NO 
MENTION MADE OF ANY UNHCR ROLE IN RESETTLEMENT OF CHILEANS DETAINED 
ON SECURITY GROUNDS WHO MAY BE RELEASED BY GOC FOLLOWING 

GEN. PINOCHET’S SPEECH LAST SEPT. 11 (WE RECOGNIZE THATUNTIL 
THESE LEAVE COUNTRY, THEY DO NOT FALL UNDER UNHCR MANDATE.) 

3. BLANCHARD ANNOUNCED HIS REPLACEMENT WILL BE GILES SICOTTE, 

A CANADIAN CITIZEN, WHO HAS PREVIOUS UNHCR EXPERIENCE IN AFRICA. 

4. COMMENT. GOC DESERVES HIGH MARKS ON REFUGEES ISSUE FOR 
ITS EFFECTIVE COOPERATION WITH LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
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AGENCIES, WHICH HAS RESULTED IN A RELATIVELY RAPID SOLUTION TO WHAT 
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COULD HAVE BEEN A MAJOR PROBLEM. GOC APPEARS DISPOSED TO 
CONTINUE COOPERATION WITH APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES 
IN HANDLING FLOW OF DETAINEES CURRENTLY BEING RELEASED. 
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